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Letter from the President

Gazette
May 2015

By Diane Morris, President

T

hese are exciting days for FHFG. Exciting, busy, exhilarating, terrifying, learning, discovering
days...and there never is enough time to do all of the things on its list. But the best news is that
projects are moving forward in all directions at FHFG.

Before I talk about anything else though, I want you to mark a date on your calendars: Monday, May
18, 2015, 6:30 pm, Central School Auditorium, 1728 Main Street. That's the date of our FHFG Annual
Membership Meeting. It's your opportunity to vote for FHFG new officers and board of directors, to
learn what folks are accomplishing in the organization, and to visit with friends who also happen to be
“Friends.” That doesn't even include the program Judy Goldmann will be presenting, The Meek Family
Trunk, which promises to be not only be entertaining, but an educational glimpse into the lives of the
earliest settlers of the region.
Why don't you make it twice the fun, and invite a friend? Perhaps they'll want to learn more about
FHFG. That's the way organizations grow and reenergize. FHFG is having the meeting at a larger
facility so it can accommodate more people, and there is ample parking behind the facility, so please
feel free to bring a guest.
One of the things you'll see at the annual meeting is the newly-assembled quilt top, begun September
2014 at the Corn Roast. The FHFG members had such fun showing local children how to stencil
muslin squares for the Smith House quilt. Designs ranged from simple one-color stencils of fruits and
animals to complicated scenes, like Mt. Hood and the house itself. After all the squares were stenciled,
we heat-set the fabric dyes, and assembled them to make the quilt top.
Now it is time to turn to the larger picture, and the hope is to raise funds for FHFG with the quilt. The
board of directors is brainstorming the best way to make this happen, and FHFG welcomes your input
at the annual meeting. One suggestion is to have sponsor and member supporter names embroidered
on the quilt. If you have an idea, and you
FHFG quilt top. Photo courtesy Jim & Diane Morris.
just can't wait until May 18, email me
now at gardenmo@gmail.com. FHFG is
going to need big money to achieve its
dreams for the Smith House and the Old
Train Station Museum.
FHFG wants to make Forest Grove a
place for people to learn about the
town's amazing history. When the house
is finished, the quilt will hang there, a
permanent record of the people who
helped make it happen. Meanwhile,
perhaps the quilt could travel around
the state, hanging in the businesses of
our donors and sponsors.
FHFG is also excited to tell you about
another surprise-its brand new website!
Many of you know Eddie Glenn, whose
lovely historic home (the Hinman
house) was on the Tour of Historic
Homes last fall. Eddie is a talented
graphic artist, and has spent countless
hours redesigning and updating the
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FHFG website. It is simply stunning;
and it is not only visually beautiful,
but a very easy site to navigate. FHFG
cannot thank Eddie enough for his
vision and expertise; site visitors will
have a good time keeping up with
FHFG activities. FHFG will send out
an email when the new site is up and
running.
Jim and I have spent the last two
weeks photographing gardens and
musicians for the garden tour
brochure and publicity posters.
Melodies in the Garden is the theme for
this year's tour to be held Sunday,
June 7. It's always wonderful to see
the gorgeous owers, plants, bushes,
and trees of the gardens, but a special
bonus this year is there will be live
music in the gardens. FHFG will have
several talented musicians playing
and singing during the tour....and
because it was such a hit last year, we
are going to have another fabulous
contest for you - I guarantee you are
going to love this one!
FHFG vice-president, Melody
Haveluck, with a nearly boundless
supply of energy, has been working
overtime to assess the status and
needs of the A. T. Smith house. She
and her committee deserve thanks
from all of us...Melody will give a
short report of her ndings at the
annual meeting (have I said it loudly
enough?? Please come!!!!)

Gardening Tip:
To prevent accumulating dirt under your ngernails while you work in
the garden, draw your ngernails across a bar of soap and you'll
effectively seal the undersides of your nails so dirt can't collect beneath
them. Then, after you've nished in the garden, use a nailbrush to
remove the soap and your nails will be sparkling clean.

Things Are Moving Ahead!
By Melody Haveluck, Vice-President, and Diane Morris, President

B

efore last week, if you were to stand at the front door of the Alvin and
Abigail Smith house and look east toward Mt. Hood, your vision would
have been obstructed by the rather large pile of rubble blocking your view.
That is no longer the case!

Forest Grove Parks and Recreation has moved forward, and hired a contractor
to remove all of the debris. Now, there is only a at, empty space where piles of
asphalt, concrete, and garbage once sat. This is just the very rst small step in
preparation for developing this land. Thank you to Forest Grove Parks and
Recreation for starting FHFG on the road to the future.
As far as what the future will bring, FHFG will have to wait to see what
develops. The Forest Grove Parks and Recreation Commission, with the help
of the Citizen Advisory Committee, will meet during the next year to create a
master plan for Forest Grove Parks and Recreation. During the initial meeting
held April 15, the group worked to identify the needs of Forest Grove. The
meeting was presided over by team leaders from MIG, a rm whose mission is
to develop and design spaces for the changing needs of modern communities.
Challenges and resources for the community were listed, and the group
brainstormed for two hours to assess areas for future planning. One of the
results was to identify focus groups to talk to, and be certain that all voices in
the community will be considered. It is an exciting time for the city, and FHFG
cannot wait to see what will develop over the next months.
Rubble removal at the A. T. Smith house. Photo courtesy Jim & Diane Morris.

It's time to wrap this letter up...but
now you see why I used all of those
adjectives at the start of my letter.
When I became president last year I
did not realize how much I had to
learn. Thank you, all of you, for your
support to FHFG this year. I have one
prediction before I go: with you, our
membership, our committed group
of volunteers, and our capable board
of directors, this is, really, only the
beginning. Amazing things are in
store for FHFG. I keep hearing a song
in my head, over and over...and the
words are echoing.....“This could be
the start of something big.”
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~ Recommended

Reading ~

we read, marries Little Wolf, and lives in a crowded tipi with his two other
wives, their children, and an old crone who enforces the rules.
One Thousand White Women is more than a chronicle of the Old West. It's a
superb tale of sorrow, suspense, exultation, and triumph that leaves the reader
waiting to turn the page, and wonderfully wrung out at the end.

ATS Revival Committee Update
By Melody Haveluck, Vice-President

T

hings are moving ahead with the restoration process for the A. T. Smith
house. One of the main decisions made by the committee was to move
forward with the removal of the south side addition known as the “mud
room.” The stability of the house is being compromised by the southern
addition, which was added post-1940. Beyond not being a part of the original
structure, the mud room has considerable damage, contains rot and decay, and
is pulling on the structure. A work party held April 21 cleaned out the mud
room, and removed some of the paneling to confirm the need for demolition.

Editor’s Rating: 

Little Wolf, chief of the Cheyenne
nation, travels to Washington in 1875,
and suggests to President Grant that
peace between the Whites and
Cheyenne could be established if the
Cheyenne were given white women
as wives to help assimilate the
Indians into the white man's world,
and that the tribe would agree to raise
the children from such unions. The
thought of miscegenation naturally
enough astounds Grant, but he sees a
certain wisdom in trading 1,000
white women for 1,000 horses, and he
secretly approves the covert and
controversial Brides For Indians
treaty. He recruits women from jails,
penitentiaries, debtors' prisons, and
mental institutions—offering full
pardons or unconditional release.

The Forest Grove Noon Rotary partnered up with FHFG April 25, and did a
work day at Alvin and Abigail's homestead. This was the rotary's annual
'Rotarians at Work Day,' and FHFG was fortunate enough to have their help.
Multiple tasks were accomplished, such as a ton of yard work, recovering rain
shields placed around the house, stacking bricks, spring cleaning the inside of
the house, and much more.
Another upcoming FHFG project is the construction of a much-needed storage
shed. FHFG will be able to begin moving forward on this project through a
partial grant from the City of Forest Grove CEP. A special thank you to Kerry
VanderZanden for his generosity in his donation of structural plans of the
storage shed, and another thank you to all the volunteer hours James Duncan
has contributed to this project.
It's an exciting time to see the continuing process of restoring one of the oldest
homes in Oregon. There is much work ahead, and if you're interested in seeing
the progress, be sure to check out the FHFG Facebook page for postings.
Left to right, back row: Jim Morris, Melody Haveluck, Rich Taylor.
Left to right, front row: David Morelli, Mary Jo Morelli, Joyce Sauber, Amy Weston, Skip Buhler.
Not pictured: Jim Duncan, Aldie Howard, Ginny Goodman, Judy Teel.
Yo, Amy, sup?!

May Dodd, born to wealth in Chicago
in 1850, had left home in her teens
and became the mistress of her
father's grain-elevator foreman. Her
outraged father had her kidnaped,
and imprisoned her in a monstrous
lunatic asylum. When Grant's offer
arrives, she leaps at it, and soon nds
herself traveling west with hundreds
of white and black would-be brides.
All are indentured to the Cheyenne
for two years, must produce children,
and then will have the option of
leaving. May, who keeps the journal

Photo courtesy
Jim & Diane Morris.
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A Visit with the Heislers

By Skip Buhler, Secretary, & Joyce Sauber, Member-at-Large
ast year definitely had its highs and lows, and one of the biggest highs for me was my introduction to Erma and Les
Heisler. It was in the fall, and Joyce Sauber had told me about these friends that have lived in “The Grove” for many
decades, and were part of the town's evolution. So the two of us went to the Heisler's home for an oral history session,
and since that first visit, we've become good friends. The Heislers have been a tremendous help in my own research.
They recently joined FHFG, and have allowed me to scan many of their family pictures for the WCHO project. Great
people!

L

The Heislers are a unique couple. Growing up in the small
village of Gales Creek, Erma and Lester knew one another as
kids, but didn't really get along at the time. They both came from
large families. Les was born at his Grandmother Pizer's house in
Forest Grove in 1923 (next to where the gun shop is now on
Pacific Avenue and Filbert Street) to Blanch (Pizer) and Tom
Heisler. Erma was born at home in Gales Creek in 1926 to Ethel
(Adkins) and Joseph McRobert, and she attended the Fir Creek
School before switching over to Gales Creek School for 7th and 8th
grades. Les completed all of his elementary years at the Gales
Creek School. “There were schools all over out there: Jedmore,
Glenwood, Lyda, Wilson, Gales Creek, Fir Creek, Hillside,
Fairview, Watts, etc.” Suffice to say, they both know most of the
families out that way.

Lester & Erma Heisler. Photo courtesy Joyce Sauber.

Les's dad Tom ran a hop farm and dryer, and hop farmers from
all around the region would bring their crop to the Heislers. Les remembers most of the hop farmers from that period.
They were close friends with the Lyda family, the Loves, the Clapshaws, the Shearers, and the Lillys. The Lillys were so
prolific in having children, Tom Heisler use to say, “The Lillys and the Dog Fennel take the valley.” The Heisler farm was
50 acres, and ran along parts of the Gales Creek highway. If you've ever stopped at the Dorman Pond right before the
Highway 6 junction, and looked out at the water, part of the farm was in that spot. According to family lore, Les and his
brother Don liked to cause mischief (Erma's aunt lived next door to the Heislers, and referred to Les and Don as the
Katzenjammer Kids after the popular comic strip.) The picture below shows the brothers riding (or posing) behind their
father's tractor. That characteristic might have been why Erma wasn't keen on the school-age Les, but she grew to love
him despite his naughty nature.
Les and Erma became friends during Erma's senior year of high school (Les was a few years older,) and after Les joined
the service, they stayed close and decided to get married. Erma was 17 and Les 20 when they tied the knot at Gales Creek
church March 1944. Erma returned with Les to San Francisco where he was stationed, and she worked at Great
American's regional insurance office. With the war's end, they returned to Forest Grove in 1946. They lived in a number
of houses (and the Vandervelden Apts on
Pacific Avenue for a bit until it burned) before
settling in a home at 2432 Gales Way, which
was their home for 30 years: “It was at the
corner of Tara Court…it's the house that was
run into [last year] by a garbage truck.”
Les went to work at a number of lumberrelated occupations after the service, with his
uncle Harrison, and with the Lyda Brothers.
He also was employed briefly with Haney
Truck lines, before finding his dream career
with the State Forestry Department. He
operated the big, earth-moving machinery,
such as the D7 cat, building roads and carrying
out logging operations.
Before marrying Les, Erma worked for Harry
Reeher Realty to help support her parents.
Once married, she got a position at Leonard
Don, Les, and Tom Heisler on a Fordson Tractor, ca. 1928. Photo courtesy Les & Erma Heisler.
Continued on page 5...
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Visit with the Heislers
(...Continued from page 4)

Adams Realty in Beaverton.“ He had
the largest agency in the area, and I
knew I could get more training
there.” Erma took time off in 1956 to
be a full-time mom to their son
Ronald, and once Ron entered
Kindergarten, she went to work for
Schauermann Insurance (in the
Bump & Meyer office). She was there
for nearly 15 years. “I was not in great
health, and my doctor told me to quit,
so I did.” After some years, she got
restless. Homer Waltz, of Waltz and
Wieber Insurance, heard Erma was
not working, so he called her and
asked her to come to work for him.
After some skillful negotiating, Erma
agreed. She was with Waltz
Insurance until her retirement in
1986. Les retired the year before, and
with all the free time, they got a
chance to travel and see more of the
world.
I asked Erma and Les about the major
changes they've witnessed here in
Forest Grove: “When we were in high
school, the population was probably
about 3000; now, it's something like
22, 000. Forest Grove was bigger than
Beaverton then. Also, when we were
young, you just made your own fun.”
Les remembers going to see Will
Rogers's movies at the Grove
Theater, and it cost a dime to get in.
“We just got some Will Rogers
movies yesterday, and it was four
movies for $14.”

dance hall, which was a spacious
building (approximately 50' x 100')
with beautiful maple flooring. It had
a bandstand, and was the site of
many parties, wedding receptions,
and the like. Erma's brother Eldon
and his new bride Teresa (Vandehey)

From Washington County News-Times,
June 22, 1922.

held their wedding reception there.
There was a smaller hall Lars Larson
built right on the river where there
was dancing and music. “The
VanDykes had two bands – The
Swinging Melodians and The
Nightingales – and they were
favorites among the older kids.
People came from all over the county
to see bands and dance at Balm
Grove.”
I asked if they had a favorite place to

Another source of amusement for
Erma and Les as children was going
to Balm Grove after working all day
picking berries or hops. “At Balm
Grove, they had a big dance hall, and
they dammed up the creek every
summer, and it became a swimming
pool. There was even a big slide. Lars
Larson was the owner/operator of
the park, and was a very kind man. If
you were short on money, he would
let you into the park free. He also had
a tavern there (which was his main
business), near the dance hall, which
was outside of the water park.” Les
notes that two of his uncles, John
Heisler and John Ranes, built the big
~5~

go out to eat as a young couple, and
without a pause, Erma and Les
answered in unison: “Hung Far
Low's in Portland! It was the best.
Terrific food! The best on the West
Coast.” Les added, “My dad used to
take my brother and me down there,
and that was quite a feat, because the
road was poor most of the way to
Portland. We would go on the
Bertha/Beaverton Road, then to
Terwilliger Blvd., and around to 4th
Street in Portland…That was before
Canyon Road or the tunnel.”
Well, this was just a small part of my
first meeting with the Heislers. I
hope to return to this visit in a future
newsletter, and fill you in on Les's
post-war career with the State
Forestry department, planting trees
after the Tillamook Burn, and
helping create campgrounds with big
Cats. Stay tuned!

Gardening Tip:
The quickest way in the world to
dry herbs: just lay a sheet of
newspaper on the seat of your car,
arrange the herbs in a single layer,
then roll up the windows and
close the doors. Your herbs will be
quickly dried to perfection.
What's more, your car will smell
great.

Friend Focus: Cherie Savoie-Tintary, Member

By Diane Morris, President
ords, words, words! Sometimes I wish I could present each of you with a
video of my interviews for these “Focus” articles, because my words
alone aren't enough to convey a real picture of these amazing folks. We are
lucky to have a diverse group of volunteers at FHFG, and every one adds
new and different gifts to our gathering of “friends.”

W

Cherie Savoie-Tintary.
Photo courtesy Jim &
Diane Morris.

So it is with Cherie Savoie-Tintary. Cherie moved here from California
only last year, and yet she has already become so much a part of our
group we have asked her to join our Board of Directors. (You will be
voting for the new slate of board members and officers at the May
annual meeting.) Because she is from a computer-savvy generation,
Cherie learned about FHFG online before she even moved to Forest
Grove.
When FHFG vice-president, Melody Haveluck, put out a request
on Facebook for volunteers for the Tour of Historical Homes
committee, Cherie became a Facebook friend, though she was
living in California. After she moved here with her husband Lee,
she immediately came to the Old Train Station and joined FHFG.
She worked on the Chamber luncheon committee as well as the Tour
of Historical Homes, making friends quickly and lending her talents
to every task. She was one of the costumed greeters at the Luncheon,
but she had a hidden agenda.
An avid photographer (we'll talk more about that in a minute), Cherie
captured some of the subtle, behind-the scenes moments of that sparkling,
sunny September day. “I've been a photographer since I got my first camera - the
old 110,” she said with a laugh. “I made my first album - “Hello Kitty” - when I was
in the first grade.” She loves documenting people and life as it happens on a daily basis. She also took wonderful photos
of our Christmas social in December.
But let's go back to the beginning, and you'll get a sense of who this woman is, and why she is such an asset to FHFG.
Cherie was born in Orange County, CA. At the age of three her family moved to Norco, better known as “Horsetown,
USA.” There were horse trails in town, rather than sidewalks, and Cherie rode until she was 13. “My mom raised us very
free,” Cherie recalled. She loved riding up in the hills of Norco.
Unfortunately, in 1989 urban sprawl reached her little town, and the landscape was changed forever. Her beloved hills
were leveled and where sheep had grazed for generations, developers moved in. “Seeing my hills get cut off, and
McMansions built, made me interested in preservation. The top of the hill where we'd hang out is now a Chase Bank.”
Cherie documented the entire process with her camera, including what she referred to as the “scalping of the
environment.”
Cherie's mother, Joy, must be a remarkable woman. As a single mother, Joy worked two jobs to take care of her three
daughters: Annette, Suzie, and Cherie. Somehow she found the time to be a Girl Scout leader as well. We've already
mentioned the horseback riding part of Cherie's childhood, but she also studied dance until she was 13. That was when
she discovered music, which began as a passion for alternative music. As she grew her tastes kept pace, and today her
choices are eclectic. While we talked, Billie Holliday was softly playing in the background.
When asked about her career as a hairstylist, Cherie responded that she always “did hair.” She grew up cutting all of her
friends' hair. She has now been styling hair for over 20 years, and has owned four salons. Her first salon, in Pomona, CA,
was in a historic building over 100 years old. With the help of a friend, a Hollywood set designer, she created “Savoie
Hair” with exposed brick, light fixtures from an Oregon church, and a retro aesthetic.
The same month she opened her salon, Cherie met her husband Lee. When she saw his meticulous approach to hanging
photographs at a show, she was impressed by the care and passion he had for his art. She asked him to display his
photographs in her salon, and Lee became the first official artist in her new salon.
This brings us to another of Cherie's interests. In Pomona, which was an artist's colony, there was a monthly art walk.
Cherie thinks that would be a great idea for us to incorporate into First Wednesdays in downtown Forest Grove.
Businesses could promote local artists, making it beneficial for the business, the artists, and for attracting people to
Continued on page 9...
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Friend Focus
(...Continued from page 8)

downtown. As you are beginning to
see, Cherie has lots of innovative
ideas, and is not afraid to implement
them. She doesn't just have a vision;
she makes her visions come to life.
That is a rare quality.
Cherie visited Oregon when she was
16 as she had both a cousin and a best
friend who lived in Portland. It
seemed inevitable the Northwest
would beckon the couple. When Lee
decided to start sending resumes to
Oregon and Washington, one of the
responses was from Banks. After
being offered a teaching position at
Banks High School, Lee decided with
Cherie that it was time to make the
move. “After we decided to move, it
happened really fast,” she recounted.
When they first moved to Forest
Grove, Cherie and Lee rented a
house, but last week they got the keys
to their new home on Elm Street.
Between working on the new house,
the projects Cherie does for FHFG,
and her new business, she will have
her hands full for the next several
years!
The new business just mentioned is
the Heritage Salon, located at 1918
21st Avenue. The name of her salon
underscores her passion to preserve
history and all good things of the
past. She is incorporating “the old”
into the decor of the salon itself; with
the reclaimed old wooden boards
and clean lines, it is a calming,
comfortable space. I can also testify
how talented Cherie is in the styling
department - I love the haircut she
gave me this week. I have finally
found my “hair home” in Forest
Grove!
It's very rare someone joins our
group, and immediately proposes an
idea the board heartily approves then
accepts the chairmanship of the
resulting committee, but that is
exactly what Cherie has done. She
has seen other historic areas do
cemetery tours, and it was her
enthusiasm for this concept that led
to FHFG's decision to have its own

cemetery tour October 3, 2015, at 3:00
pm at Mountain View Memorial
Gardens. The first meeting of
Cherie's tour committee will be
Monday, May 4, 2015, at 10:00 am at
the Old Train Station. For those of
you who have told us you want to get
more involved in FHFG, this is the
perfect opportunity! The committee
is going to brainstorm and research
people FHFG would like to honor
(Cherie already has three “definites,”
including A. T. Smith himself), and
we welcome your presence. There's a
lot to do the first time in any event,
and we want this to be an important
addition to our historical study.
There will be tasks to fit every talent,
and you will meet some wonderful
“friends.” Put it on your calendars to
join us!
So, you have now met Cherie SavoieTintary, member of FHFG, soon-tobe board member, chairman of the
FHFG cemetery tour committee,
hairstylist, photographer, and very
good “friend.” Please welcome her
warmly to the community and to the
FHFG board...she's a treasure!

A Real
“Senior” Project
By Melody Haveluck, Vice-President
ome of you might have seen the
article in the Forest Grove NewsTimes a few weeks ago about a Forest
Grove High School senior who
decided that for her senior project she
would interview five local senior
citizens. Rudi Vergara Grindell
found five seniors currently living in
Forest Grove, and wrote an oral
history piece about each person. Her
work started November 2014, and
ended February 2015. It was a nice
surprise to read in the News-Times she
intended to donate her articles to the
oral history section of the FHFG
museum and library.

Gardening Tip:
To prevent the line on your
trimmer from jamming or
breaking, treat with a spray
vegetable oil before installing it in
the trimmer.
secretary, Skip Buhler, at the Old
Train Station for an opportunity to
visit with her. She said the experience
was rewarding in the aspect that not
only did the seniors she talked to
enjoy sharing their life events with
her, but she enjoyed learning from
them as well. She related to us one
thing she found interesting was that a
couple of the ladies had chosen to
move to Forest Grove as a way to be
closer to their families.
It was a rewarding experience for us
to meet Rudi as well. She is a
delightful, energetic young person
who truly enjoys talking with people.
While visiting with her Rudi shared
she wants to move forward into the
journalism field. At this point, Skip
and I extended the opportunity for
her to write for the FHFG newsletter.
FHFG wishes the best of luck to Rudi
Vergara Grindell, and her dreams of
becoming a journalist. FHFG hopes
to be able to use some of her talent for
future editions of the FHFG Friend-ly
Gazette.

S

Rudi met with me and the FHFG
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Rudi Vergara Grindell.
Photo courtesy Melody Haveluck.

Photography in the Garden
s we approach the annual
garden tour in June, our
excitement begins to reach a fever
pitch, especially if we've spent many
years digging the dirt. We expect to
see new gardens, meet new people,
discover new owers, and create new
memories to last a lifetime. As long as
my wife and I have been “garden
touring,” we've never been
disappointed. As professional
photographers (and amateur
gardeners), Diane and I absolutely
love to spend an afternoon in a
beautiful garden, doing our best to
come up with new and different
ways to capture the subtle delights
before us. Is there just a bit of
competition involved? Let's just say
we each attempt to encourage the
other to try “just a little bit harder”
next time. I'll confess that I've stolen
her ideas much more often than she's
stolen mine, but we've each grown in
the process.Why should we carry our
cameras into a garden? Why can't we
just enjoy looking at the garden, and
keep them in our noggins forever?
What do we gain by taking pictures?

Think of each picture as a sentence.
It needs a primary subject (which can
include more than one item,) and
everything else in the picture should
“modify” or help that subject. In most
cases, it's much more about what you
leave out than what you put in. As
you take more images, your mind
will start to see the power lines,
fences, and sidewalks, and it will
begin to learn how to leave those out.
What a difference that will make.

A

Almost all of us carry cameras
nowadays, whether on our phones,
in our pockets, or around our necks,
so why not learn to use them to make
images we can share with the world,
or just enjoy as screen savers? As far
as keeping them in our noggins goes,
sometimes that's just not as easy as it
used to be, at least for me. I've learned
seeing even one small photo from a
special day will often bring back the
entire big memory that I had
misplaced. What do we gain by
taking pictures? Let me count the
ways! For me, the biggest gain is my
camera forces me to look at the

By Jim Morris, Member-at-Large
Photos by Jim & Diane Morris

garden. By looking for photo
subjects, I often see the tiniest details I
would have otherwise missed. If I
had to guess, I'd say that in my years
as a serious photographer I have seen
MILLIONS of things that were right
before my eyes, but would have
overlooked before. This last point is
nobody's fault. The human brain is
designed to “allow” us to overlook
familiar things so as not to waste
valuable time when we could be
discovering the new and exciting (or
maybe looking out for the “bad guys”
in days of yore.) Most of us, having
strolled through countless gardens,
automatically miss many beautiful
objects, thanks to our built-in
autopilots. However, if we have a
camera in hand or around the neck,
we tend to become a bit more focused
(what a great word), don't we? At the
same time, our excitement level is
almost guaranteed to rise, since one
of our strongest human
characteristics is curiosity. The more
we see, the more curious we become,
and the spiral spins ever upward. I
guess that's the very denition of
“being in the moment,” isn't it?
Lessons we have learned, or, how to
bring home pictures for sharing and
saving:

Single subjects are spectacular, but
remember that for some reason our
brains appreciate odd numbers, so
try and get owers in groups of one,
three, ve, etc. when you can. Of
course, there's nothing like a mass of
owers that literally lls your screen,
too.
Close ups are usually better than
wide angles - we love to see the tiny
details - so don't hesitate to get right
down on the ground with the owers
for a closer view. Almost every
garden we visit nds Diane (and
often me, too) getting her knees dirty,
and loving every minute of it. We
often take one or two shots of the
whole garden, just for context, then
start zeroing in on the individual
plants.
Backlight is often more dramatic,
like when you're actually shooting
into the sun that's behind your
subject. Most owers seem to
actually glow when backlit, so be
sure to take advantage of that fact.
Not all of these turn out because of
the sun position, but don't let that
keep you from trying. With the “cost
of lm” being what it is these days,
just about anything goes...or should
at least be worth a try.

Continued on page 11...
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Photography in the Garden
(...Continued from page 10)

Try “shooting from the hip” every
now and then. Our son does this a lot,
and some of his images are beyond
imagination, just because he was
willing to try. Move the camera while
snapping. Don't be afraid of low light
or nighttime shots. Try taking a
couple of “worms-eye views” of
owers. Mainly, just have fun.
Take extra care with your focus
point. Once again, the brain prefers
to have the closest object in sharp
focus; then it can handle those behind
being softer. If you plan to use these
as your screen savers, as I do, it will
be easy to see if the focus isn't sharp
once your image is on the bigger
screen.
Keep an eye out for “critters” in the
garden. These can include bees,
butteries, ladybugs, dragonies,
and even hummingbirds. Each and
every one can turn a good ower shot
into a lifetime classic, well worth a
little extra patience.
Now then, go back and take a look at
the pictures I've included, and see
which of the lessons they represent.
Some may illustrate several lessons.
There's so much more to say about
pictures, but we'll save that for
another day. Your job now is to let
your camera pull you even deeper
into the lovely gardens you will visit.
ENJOY!!!

More
Gardening Tips:

FHFG Annual Membership Meeting

By Skip Buhler, Secretary
lease join us for the FHFG 2015 Annual
Membership meeting, Monday, May 18,
2015, at 6:30 pm at the Central School auditorium
located at Main Street and 18th Avenue. After
electing new board members, FHFG will have the
pleasure of hearing Washington County historian
Judy Goldmann speak about her famed ancestor,
mountain man and rst Oregon marshal, Joseph
Meek. For anyone who's ever wanted to know
more about the man, his legend, and his real role
in the Champoeg meetings, this is sure to be an
enlightening talk.

P

A Washington County native, volunteer at
numerous historical societies, and steadfast Joseph Meek. Photo from Wikipedia.
cataloger of cemetery inscriptions, Judy Goldmann has recently become the
caretaker and archivist of the Meek Family Trunk, a collection of family
photos, letters, and memorabilia, that may have been the property of her
grandfather, the state representative Stephen A. D. Meek. Judy will be
introducing us to the Meek family and the precious objects within the trunk.
The meeting and program is open to the public, and is a perfect opportunity to
learn about FHFG and become a member. Parking and the entrance to the
auditorium is behind the Central School. The front door will be closed.
Linda Lewis, who has been involved in many of the past committees and tours,
is stepping down from the board, and FHFG will miss her involvement. FHFG
has a strong list of candidates for the board this year. The nominees thus far are
Amy Weston, Cherie Tintary and Tom Carlson. Board members whose terms
will continue through 2016 include: Mary Jo Morelli, Don Skinner, Cindy
Dauer, Randi Johnson, Cristy Santangelo-Verant, and Skip Buhler. Current
board members who have been nominated for new terms include: Diane
Morris, Melody Haveluck, Jim Morris, David Morelli, and Joyce Sauber.
The Executive Board nominees are as follows: Diane Morris (President);
Melody Haveluck (Vice President); Skip Buhler (Secretary); and Tom Carlson
(Treasurer).
For more information about the meeting, or if you're interested in being a
member of the FHFG board, please contact the secretary at fhfg07@gmail.com.
Please mark your calendars to come hear a great program, and help FHFG elect
an effective board of directors. Feel free to bring a friend too!

Got aphids? You can control them with a strong blast of water from the hose or with insecticidal soap. But here's
another suggestion, one that's a lot more fun; get some tape! Wrap a wide strip of tape around your hand, sticky side
out, and pat the leaves of plants infested with aphids. Concentrate on the undersides of leaves, because that's where
the little buggers like to hide.
The next time you boil or steam vegetables, don't pour the water down the drain, use it to water potted patio plants,
and you'll be amazed at how the plants respond to the "vegetable soup."
Use leftover tea and coffee grounds to acidify the soil of acid-loving plants such as azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias,
gardenias, and even blueberries. A light sprinkling of about one-quarter of an inch applied once a month will keep the
pH of the soil on the acidic side.
Use chamomile tea to control damping-off fungus, which often attacks young seedlings quite suddenly. Just add a
spot of tea to the soil around the base of seedlings once a week or use it as a foliar spray.
Turn a long-handled tool into a measuring stick! Lay a long-handled garden tool on the ground, and next to it place a
tape measure. Using a permanent marker, write inch and foot marks on the handle. When you need to space plants a
certain distance apart (from just an inch to several feet) you'll already have a measuring device in your hand.
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FHFG Annual
Potluck Picnic
July 19, 2015 | 3:00 - 7:00pm

M

aking summer plans? Be sure
one of those events is the annual
FHFG picnic to be held July 19th from
3:00 – 7:00pm in the beautiful yard of
FHFG members Greg and Randi
Johnson. The Johnsons live at 3230 SW
Fern Hill Road not too far past the Fern
Hill Wetlands. Greg and Randi featured their yard and gardens on the FHFG 2013 Garden Tour.
It will be a fun time for family and friends with games, prizes, and a chance to make some long-lasting memories. Meat
& beverages will be provided by FHFG. Please bring a side dish or dessert, and come contribute to the fun. We look
forward to seeing you there!

Friends of Historic Forest Grove
1936 19th Avenue
PO Box 123
Forest Grove, OR 97116
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Web:
historicforestgrove.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Like Us
On Facebook!
To all FHFG's wonderful members and those who
enjoy reading its newsletter, there are other ways to
communicate your thoughts to us! One is the use of
Facebook. If you are a Facebook subscriber, FHFG has
a page in which it tries to promote and inform people
on current events as well as history items.
Although Like-ing us on Facebook is a way to get
FHFG information out to your Facebook contacts, a
better and more effective way is Share-ing us.
Selecting Share instead of Like additionally gives you
an avenue for adding your comments and thoughts.
There are some great events coming up, and what an
easy way to let all your family and “Friends” know
about Friends! FHFG looks forward to hearing from
you through Facebook!
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